TOWN BOARD MEETING

Organizational Meeting

January 13, 2009

6:00 PM

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt arrived at 6:30 p.m.

OTHERS PRESENT:
Eileen & John Esposito – T J E Productions, Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Dick Dumond, Mary & Ray Schick, Pat & Al Grust, Jennifer Lamoreaux, Debra Goodrich, Patricia Breakey-The Daily Star, Betty & John Fox, James Haggerty, Carol Peterson, Kenny Reynolds, Christopher Halaquist, Rich Otis-RallyNY,  Jean Withrow, Denise Church


RESOLUTION #1
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to accept the minutes of December 9, 2008 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith presented the following resolutions to the Board.

1. Town Board Meetings—Second Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm at the 
 Walton Town Board Room, 129 North St. Walton, NY  unless otherwise posted.

2. Official Radio Station—WDLA

3. Official Newspaper—The Walton Reporter

4. Official Library—William B. Ogden Free Library

5. Official Depository—National Bank of Delaware County

6. Planning Board Chairman—Gale Sheradin

7. ZBA Chairman—Donald O’Connell

8. Zoning Board Reappointment— Stephen Hodge, term 1/1/09 – 12/31/13

9. Reappointment to Planning Board— Niles Wilson, term 1/1/09 – 12/31/13

10. Town Health Officer — Dr. Michael Freeman

11. Law Enforcement Officer—Delaware County Sheriff Thomas Mills

12. Records Management Officer (RMO)—Ronda Williams, Town Clerk

13. Code Enforcement Officer (CEO)—Mark Jacobs

14. Town Attorney—Francis Wood

15. The Walton Town Supervisor is authorized to pay—prior to audit—utilities, postage, payroll expenses, pension related expenses, health insurance, interest and principal on town debt, and insurance policies.

16. Mileage Reimbursement— per Federal IRS business rate

17. The Walton Town Highway Superintendent is authorized to advertise bids as it is necessary on all highway supplies—other than those required by the Town of Walton’s Procurement Policy—and that they bring those bids before the Town Board for review.

18. The Walton Town Highway Superintendent is authorized to trade services and/or equipment with other municipalities, school districts, and fire districts as needed.

19. Approval of Salaries—per Salary Schedule listed in the 2009 Town Budget

20. The Town Board delegates the authority of delegating duties for all Deputy Town

Clerks to the Town Clerk, with the exception of a vacancy in the office of Town

Clerk.


RESOLUTION #2

ADOPTION OF ORGANIZATIONAL RESOLUTIONS

 



#1-20

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd accepting the organizational resolutions 1-20 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith presented the following appointments:

1. Deputy Town Supervisor—Bruce Dolph
  
2. Town Historian—Walton Historical Society

  

3. Town Board Committees—
      


-Public Works


Armstrong & Boyd
      


-Finance & Insurance

Dolph & Boyd
      


-Legal & Ordinance

Dolph & Rodriguez
      


-Land Use & Village 

Rodriguez & Dolph
            


        Liaison
      


-Personnel


Boyd & Dolph
      


-Union Negotiations

Armstrong & Dolph
      


-Building & Grounds

Boyd & Armstrong
      


-Technology


Dolph & Armstrong
      


-Emergency Disaster

Boyd & Rodriguez
      


-Historical


Boyd & Armstrong

FLOOR TIME:

Pat Grust approached the Board and read from a prepared statement, stating when she votes for the people to represent her, she chooses candidates she can trust but feels these candidates have been grossly mislead.  She made further statements that the organizers of RallyNY have mislead the residents of Walton. She does not feel the town has the right to hold residents in house arrest during the race and feels the race would increase her liability and is strongly opposed.

Jim Haggarty approached the Board asking them to revisit the liability issue again with the RallyNY Race. He voiced his concern about an injury on an individual residents property and who would cover this; homeowner’s policy or the $5 million dollar liability policy. Mr. Haggarty questioned the Board, “Why are we being exposed to unnecessary risk?”

Carol Peterson approached the Board about her concern of the many accidents next to her residents and feels this would be a safety issues and not in favor of the race.

Al Grust approached the Board and stated in contacting the Town of Liberty, they reported no significant increase in economic advantage. Mr. Otis pointed out that the Town of Liberty had no race proposal but the Days Inn and Pizza Hut in Liberty had an increase in business during the race weekend.


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I re-appointed Rose Finch and Gladys Jacques to the position of Deputy Town Clerk.

Reported that year-end 2008 there were 49 dog licenses past due and currently there are 26 remaining.

Reported that I am 14% collected with the tax warrant.

Provided the Board with information of the upcoming Association of Towns conference being held February 15th – 18th in New York City.

Informed the Board that Mang Insurance has provided a very useful website to the Town of Walton that will provide access to information on Human Resources, Right-to-Know, and OSHA regulations.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel reappointed Ronald Fletcher to the position of General Highway Foreman.

Requested permission to declare a 10-wheel truck, homemade utility trailer, and a boom guide rail pounder surplus.

RESOLUTION #3

SURPLUS HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd declaring a 10-wheel truck, homemade utility trailer, and a boom guide rail pounder no longer useful to the highway department therefore, declared surplus items. All in favor, motion carried.

Informed the Board that the mining permit is soon to expire at the Kilmer site and will more forward with the renewal.

Presented to the Board an Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys in the amount of $477,000.00 for general repair work and $177,538.00 on Budine Road Bridge repairs.

RESOLUTION #4
AGREEMENT FOR EXPENDITURES OF HIGHWAY MONEYS


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd approving the Agreement For The Expenditure of Highway Moneys as presented by Superintendent Geidel.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith requested Superintendent Geidel inform the Board of the progress with the CWC grants.  Superintendent Geidel reported that C&S Engineering applied to the CWC for more storm water grant work on Budine Hill Road, Crawford Road, Bob Gould Road and Walton Mountain Road all of which will be funded up to 85% by the CWC.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that the Town Clerk’s and Town Justice books have been audited with no issues.

Reported on his December Financial Statement and stated we received the $50,000 for the Bonacic Flood Grant money and several CD’s have matured.  He also pointed out the $156,000.00 Highway Reserve Fund and anticipates budget modifications.

Presented the Board with a contract for Delaware Opportunities to administer the Communities Development Block Grant on behalf of the Town of Walton.

RESOLUTION #5

COMMUNITIES BLOCK GRANT

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Dolph to accept the agreement between the Town of Walton and Delaware Opportunities for the administration of the Communities Development Block Grant.  All in favor, motion carried.

Presented an agreement to the Board between the Town of Walton and the Delaware County Planning Department to provide services to the Town of Walton Planning and Zoning Boards for a yearly fee of $3,500.00.

RESOLUTION #6

DELAWARE COUNTY PLANNING CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph approving the agreement between the Town of Walton and the Delaware County Planning Department in the amount of $3,500.00.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the DEC will be present at next months meeting to discuss their request for access along to the Delaware River from the Town of Walton property on Water Street.

Requested Attorney Wood to discuss the changes to the C&S Engineers contract. Attorney Wood explained that he had C&S remove the Limitation of Liability for the lesser of $50,000.00 or the fees they actually charge clause.  

RESOLUTION #7

C&S ENGINEERS CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph approving the contract between the Town of Walton and C&S Engineers upon the removal of the Limitation of Liability for the lesser of $50,000.00 of the fees they actually charge clause.  All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph made a recommendation that the Town Clerk send out 30-day reminder notices to all past due dog owners and then to issue a fine summons to those that did not comply.  Supervisor Meredith questioned how many days after a license is past due will a notice go out?  I responded that within the first week of the following month.

RESOLUTION #8

DOG LICENSE REMINDER NOTICE





A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by 

Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to the Town Clerk to send reminder notices to all past due dog owners and then to issue a fine summons to those that did not comply.  All in favor, motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION # 9

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment.  All in favor, motion carried.

2008 – Vouchers

General Fund A
#323-353
$6,990.83

General Hwy. DA
#151-162
$38,768.12

OV Hwy. DB

#65-66

$554.10

2009 – Vouchers

General Fund A
#1-13

$6,523.19

OV Fund B

#1-2

$673.95

General Hwy. DA
#1

$9,461.47

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith announced that he has not heard back from Time Warner but has contacted Delhi Telephone Company and they are unable to expand to Walton at this time.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board on a letter received from the Delaware County Economic Development Director Glen Nealis who stated; “We need to look toward tourism and visitors to support our local businesses”.  When he suggested the Rally to contract with Walton it was believe that the businesses in the village would benefit from an influx of visitors in a day or two and he would hope the Town Board would look to support the business community through the Rally.

Another letter in support of the Rally came from Bernard Johnson, Supervisor of the Town of Tustan.  “It was a true economic boost, one of the best events their town has had”.  He reported two accidents where one car hit a tree and one into a pond.  He also stated no injuries to houses or residents, and they too have NYMIR Insurance and NYMIR had no issues with the waivers or paperwork submitted.

Supervisor Meredith stated an email was received from Erwin LaTourette, Chief of Walton Fire Department stipulating the events of last years Rally.

Councilman Dolph questioned Rich Otis: Rally NY if approved, and multiple roads are used, how many runs will be done on each road?  Mr. Otis stated he was unable to answer that right now.  Councilman Dolph questioned how long is a typical race day?  Mr. Otis stated typically eight hours.  Mr. Otis stated he could not commit to a time frame until the schedule has been set but a road would be typically closed for an hour and half at a time.  Councilman Dolph asked for confirmation that in the event of an emergency could the race be stopped?  Mr. Otis stated that yes, residents take precedents.

Deb Goodrich stated, “Why was she never contacted by RallyNY”? Mr. Otis stated he was sorry; he could not get to everyone.

Councilman Dolph stated that as far as liability, no one should be on a resident’s property unless invited by the resident.  If something tragic were to happen it would not be the landowners liability.

Supervisor Meredith questioned if there are no spectator areas would the Rally Marshals take care of an issue if spectators are found along side the road. Mr. Otis stated yes, it would be taken care of.

Mr. Haggarty stated he would like to hear from the Town Attorney on the matter of litigation.  Attorney Wood pointed out that he did not find in the contract stating it would be the Marshals responsibility to remove spectators.  Mr. Otis stated it would be added.  Attorney Wood further stated that their insurance policy could not include the property owners and if there is an accident it is incumbent that whomever the lawyer is to sue everyone in site and ask for 10 times the amount they can get.  Attorney Wood states there is no way to get around that but, stated that there has not been a problem with any other race since 2001.  Supervisor Meredith stated that Terry O’Leary questioned the validity of the Rally’s waiver.  Attorney Wood stated he believes that it is something that would come into question and upon checking with Murray Jaros from the Association of Towns who stated there are no leads and no liability on the town.  If the homeowner were sued, it would come under the homeowner’s policy.  

Supervisor Meredith questioned Mr. Otis if the drivers carry there own insurance.  Mr. Otis stated yes, they are required to carry the New York State minimum.

Councilman Armstrong stated, “I initially supported the Rally and do not believe that the cars are going as fast as people have betrayed them to be. I do not live on any of the roads and if I did I would think differently, I believe some of the roads are to populated and the houses are to close.  We have not had support from the local business and I believe its time to drop this issue and move on”.  “I think we need to respect the owners that live on those roads”.  

Councilwoman Boyd stated that she does not believe that everyone came with the same state of open mind and she points out how the Board still has an open mind and that they walk a really thin line between listening to those that do come to the meeting but also representing all of the people.  Councilwoman Boyd reminded those present about fair week and how it infringes on some but we all know what the fair does for us year after year.  She also stated, “At the start of this I supported the Rally and have not withdrawn my support at this point and I understand the concerns of the people but I myself have concerns.  The only people opposed to the race are those that have not been exposed to the race”. There have been no negative comments from anyone from the roads where the race has already been held.

Mr. Grust stated the race is putting him in legal jeopardy; the fair does not do that.

Mr. Haggarty stated there is a petition of over 100 people opposed to the race and a businessperson stating that there was no financial benefit to her during the last race.  He questioned the Board,  “Are you listening to the people”?

Supervisor Meredith stated he saw the whole race last year and spoke to numerous people stating they enjoyed it.  Supervisor Meredith suggested approving a one-year contract and only run on a road once then at the end of that year you will all witness first hand, then come back to the Board with your comments.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt suggested tabling the decision so that more residents can be contacted. Further discussion took place amongst the audience and Board.

RESOLUTION #10

TABLE RALLY NY RACE DECISION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to table the decision as to whether or not to support Rally NY and hold a Special Meeting to be held on January 20, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.  All in favor, motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT:





7:10 P.M.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
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